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there is dislocation in national economy and growing anarchy.
This hits the people and helps the would be aggressor. It disunites
the people more and more and thereby strengthens the hands of
the bureaucracy. Thirdly, the indiscriminate and merciless re-
pression by the* police and military, firing, lathi-charges, whip*
ping and collective fines, further aggravates the situation. As
a result of this, a section of the people is angered and is driven
to more mad acts of sabotage, while the bulk of the people begin
to feel demoralised and helpless. They give way to a mood of
despair and frustration, which nourishes pro-Japanese sentiments
and saps the will of the people to resist aggression.
Thus between the desperate activities of the blind patriots
which are being taken advantage of more and more by the fifth
columnists, on the one hand, and the mad repression of the bureau*
crats on the other, the defensive capacities of the nation as well
as people's morale, strength and unity are being undermined,
making the country ripe to fall under the axe of the fascists.
Where It Leads
4. How did this situation arise ? It arose because the na-
tional leadership instead of going all-out to unite the people to
rouse them to do everything which strengthens the country's de-
fences against the fascist aggressors and forging mass sanctions
for securing National Government for national defence, chose the
opportunist path of inactivity, of non-embarrassing non-co-opera-
tion with defence measures, hoping thereby to win the national
demand as gift from imperialism. The Communist Party had
warned, against this policy, which amounted to leaving the ini*
tiative and the fate of the nation entirely in the hands of im-
perialism. This only strengthened the obstinate attitude of the
bureaucracy to deny power to the Indian people and led to the
growing moods of frustration and defeatism among the nationalist
masses. Instead of drawing from this the requisite lessons about
the urgency of unity, the national leadership took one more step
in the direction of its own opportunist policy. It advanced from
non-co-operation and neutrality to a plan of active opposition
to measures of national defence in the name of launching a
struggle for the national demand.
The path along which the present national upsurge is directed
is one of national suicide, not of national salvation and freedom.
It destroys the* nation's indispensable defences inevitably leading
to conditions of civil commotion and disorder, anarchy, and even